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Near Russell Park is an industry 
which opened in April and 
specializes in religious items. 
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Only the best 

The new mobile intensive care 
unit means area residents need 
not settle for anything less than 
the best. 
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Allied Services says it will appeal house ruling 



Allied Services for the Handicapped as to 
revocation of the permit. Incompliance with 
the verdict, Allied Services for the Handi¬ 
capped must vacate the building at 438 
Washington Ave., Jermyn, PA., within 30 
days of Nov. 9, 1981. (Signed), Richard J. 
Marian chairman, Frank Grumm.vice 
chairman and Robert J. Jones, secretary.” 

Notice of the decision was sent to Attor¬ 
ney W. Boyd Hughes, of the Scranton legal 
firm of Hughes, Nicholls and Moran, of 
which the appellant is a member. 

The decision of the Zoning Board was 
apparently not totally unexpected by either 
side in the case. During a 40-minute hearing 
held Oct. 21 held at the Jermyn Community 
Center, borough Zoning Officer Frederick 
R. Stephens, who has held that post 10 
years, admitted freely that “Allied wanted 
the building, and the borough wanted the 
money.” 

Under oath, while being questioned by 


By NAN WATERS 


“Of course we will appeal the decision of 
Jermyn‘s Zoning Board," a spokesman for 
the Scranton law firm of Oliver, Price and 
Rhodes, which represents Allied Services for 
the Handicapped^ told the Carbondale 
MIRROR on Monday afternoon. 

“We think we have good legal reasons for 
appealing the decision to the courts, and we 
intend to stand on it." 

Attorney Kenneth A.Rhodes Jr., counsel 
for Allied, was referring to the decision 
reached Monday evening, Nov. 9 by the 
three-man Board of Appeal (i.e.. Board of 
Adjustment) in effect upholding an appeal 
taken by Attorney Albert E. Nicholls, Jr., 
and his wife, Catherine, 433 Washington 
Ave., Jermyn. 

The decision stated that the permit given 
^to Allied was improperly issued, revoked 
that permit, and gave notice to Allied Servi¬ 
ces to vacate the premises within 30 days. 


The Nichollses objected to issuance of a 
special permit to Allied Services for use of 
the former Jermyn Community House, 438 
Washington Ave., opposite their home, on 
the grounds that no public hearing was held 
at the time the permit was granted. Allied is 
currently using the old Victorian building, 
which it purchased from the Borough of 
Jermyn,for some $40,000, as a halfway 
house for former mental patients. 

Improperly issued 


The three-man board, chaired by Richard 
J. Marian, met last Monday evening and the 
following day issued the decision: “The Zon¬ 
ing Board of Adjustment met Nov. 9, 1981, 
to decide on the appeal of Albert F.. and 
Catherine Nicholls. Decision of the board 
was that the permit given to Allied Services 
for the Handicapped was improperly issued 
and is therefore revoked effective 30 days 
from Nov. 9, 1981. Notice has been given 


Keeping a close eye on their Lakeland Chiefs, these fans were not disappointed as the home 
team won its second straight Big Eleven title. See story on page 6. (MIRROR photo by 
Ros-Al) 


Jermyn solons okay 
three-mill tax increase 


By NAN WATERS 

Property owners in Jermyn will be paying 
an additional thre:e mills in real estate taxes 
in 1982. bringing the tax millage to 28 ... the 
first increase in the borough in many years. 

The borough council voted unanimously 
to approve a tentative balanced budget for 
the community of $120,870 for 1982 at a 
90-minute regular meeting Thursday even¬ 
ing in the Jermyn Community Center. 

Budget is lower 

The projected budget is some $14,000 
lower than that for 1981. Total assessed 
valuation in the borough is $2,524,568 

Council President Idris D. (Donald) 
Edwards explained that several budget work 
sessions have been held and that at one point 
the projected millage was up to 30. 

“However, we were able to shave it to 28 
mills." he added. 

Another budget session for the solons will 
be held Dec. 3. and final approval is 
expected at the next regular meeting Dec. 
10. Final approval must be made before 
Dec. 31. 

However, increased costs for the coming 
year, particularly in utilities, forced the tax 
increase. 

Borough Secretary John R. Hogarth read 
a letter from Pennsylvania Power and Light 
Co. advising the borough that effective May 
27, 1982. there will be a 16.2 percent increase 
in lighting mercury vapor street lights in the 
community. This came on the heels of a 1981 
increase. 

The cost of street lighting will be approxi¬ 
mately $21,000 for next year. Hogarth 
pointed out. and this accounts for one mill 
(or $2,340) tax increase 

The borough also pays $264 monthly to 
Pennsylvania Gas and Water Company for 
rental of its fire hydrants. 


Jermyn residents may inspect the pro¬ 
posed budget in the office of the borough 
secretary in the Community Center between 
the hours of 2 and 5 p.m.. Monday through 
Friday. 

Attendance sparse 

Ironically, attendance at Thursday even¬ 
ing's session, probably the most important 
of the entire year, was sparse. Except for the 
press, and a full complement of councilme- 
n.(except for Stanley Hallowich Jr., who 
was reported to be out of town), the only 
resident in attendance was William l.ang : 
man, Jr. Mayor Edward M. Callahan was 
also absent from the meeting, for the first 
time in several years. 

In other action, the council, over the 
objections of John Comonitski, voted to 
cancel two life insurance policies owned by 
the borough and written by Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company on Police Chief 
Alfred J. Zaborowski and Patrolman James 
M. Reilly, and to transfer them to North 
American Life through the State Associa¬ 
tion of Boroughs. Councilman Theodore 
Chrusch Jr. abstained from voting on the 
basis that "they ... the Metropolitan policies 
... were written bv a member of my family." 

Council voted, again with Comonitski 
dissenting, to transfer S90.00() <n tb ; j k 
retirement lund troin First National Bank ol 
Jermyn to the Penn sy lvania State Associa¬ 
tion of Boroughs Municipal Retirement 
Plan. It will be administered by Kuss Asso¬ 
ciates of Philadelphia. 

Comonitski. who told the Ml RROR after 
the meeting he “prefers keeping things in 
your own backyard," urged the councilmen 
to have the Jermyn bank administer the 
fund. 

“It would create good will with the bank." 
he emphasized. Eleven thousand dollars will 


remain in the local bank at 514 per cent 
interest. 

In other action council approved appoint¬ 
ment of Dennis Kutch, 406 Gibson St., and 
Allen Mensky, Old Mill Road, to the Ayles- 
worth Park Creek Authority, on the recom¬ 
mendation of Michael Rinaldi, authority 
chairman. 

Edwards stated he hid received a com¬ 
munication from the Jermyn Zoning Board 
of Appeals (or Adjustment), revoking the 
permit of Allied Services for the Handi¬ 
capped issued for special use of a property at 
438 Washington Ave. An appeal had been 
brought by Attorney and Mrs.Albert E. 
Nicholls. Jr. (See additional MIRROR 
story.) 

Library will open 

Hogarth read a letter from Library Chair¬ 
man Monika Drury stating the library is 
scheduled to open in December. Ms. Drury 
requested w indow shades, a swivel chair and 
desk, shelving and magazine rack, and 
junior-sized chairs and tables. 

She also mentioned the appointment of 
Attorney Nicholls to the library board, fol¬ 
lowing the resignation of Mrs. Helen M. 
Scarpetta. Councilman Chrusch asked if 
Nicholls' appnin'ment were legal without 
the permission ol council, and the board 

matter. 

Bills totalling $6,697.40 were paid from 
the general lund. and $7,973.71 from federal 
revenue sharing funds. 

Edwards stated that warning tickets have 
been issued by police to those motorists vio¬ 
lating the alternate side of the street parking 
ordinance. In answer to a question, he rep¬ 
lied that the ordinance would be enforced 
"within the next few weeks." 


Attorney Hughes, he stated that Borough 
Council President Idris D. Edwards had told 
him to issue the permit “since he thought 
there was nothing wrong with it." 

Nicholls himself was a member of the 
Zoning Board at one time, resigning after 
Allied purchased the building last spring. 

Mandamus 

A vacancy existed on the three-man board 
until fall, when he threatened Jermyn Coun¬ 
cil with a mandamus action, forcing them to 
fill the post. Robert J. Jones, a school 
teacher, was contacted that same night, and 
agreed to serve on the board. 

During the Oct. 21 hearing. Attorney 
John O’Brien, of the firm of Oliver, Price 
and Rhodes, told the board that if it upheld 
the Nicholls’ appeal, Allied Services would 
have no recourse but to sue the Borough of 
Jermyn for $55,000 .... purchase price of the 


structure, plus $15,000 Allied Services had 
put into the building in renovations. 

Not Allied’s duty 

“It was not Allied’s duty to look behind 
the face of the permit,” O’Brien told the 
board. 

Meanwhile, on Thursday, Nov. 5, Allied 
Services held an open house at the Jermyn 
“transitional living” facility to acquaint 
townspeople and neighbors with the pro¬ 
gram. That same evening, an “informal” 
meeting vyas held between members of the 
Zoning Board, members of Council, and tfie 
Jermyn Planning Commission. 

According to a borough spokesman, the 
unadvertised meeting produced no deci¬ 
sions. The following Monday evening the 
Zoning Board met, but would not release 
results of its decision to the MIRROR for 
last week’s newspaper, “until the parties 


involved are notified." 

Brief mention of the board's decision was 
made by Council President Edwards during 
last Thursday night’s regular November 
council session. 

Conjecture as to what happens next in this 
legal hassle is running rampant in Jermyn. 
Mentioned have been council’s re-zoning the 
R2 neighborhood where the Allied building 
is located; Allied’s re-applying for another 
permit, a public meeting being held with 
both Zoning Board and Planning Commis¬ 
sion taking part. 

Attorney Rhodes on Monday had no 
further comments on which direction 
Allied’s appeal would take, only that it 
would be appealed through the courts. 

Informed sources told the MIRROR it 
was expected that Allied would probably be 
allowed to continue occupying the building 
at 438 Washington Ave. pending the appeal. 


City solons vote to take 
administration to court 


Carbondale city council Monday night 
voted to hire an attorney to take the city 
administration to task for transferring 
monies from the sinking fund and for city 
charter violations. 

“It isn’t legal to use the sinking fund for 
anything but bonded indebtedness," Coun¬ 
cilman Michael Tolerico stated at the Mon¬ 
day night session. 

The solon, who had given the administra¬ 
tion until Monday night to make amends for 
the alleged violation, also said council 
should take the administration to court for 
violations of the city’s home rule charter. 

“It’s being violated every day," he added. 

Council then unanimously approved the 
hiring of Atty. James McDonough at a reas¬ 
onable fee. 

In discussing the situation, Tolerico said 
that council had been told that the city was 
solvent; that it was paying its bills on time. 

Fallen behind 


However, he said Monday night that the 
city had fallen behind on its Blue Cross pay¬ 
ments to the result that employes received 
letters notifying them of that fact. 

Tolerico also stressed that the city is not 
making payments into pension funds. 

He also took exception to a cover letter on 
the 1982 budget which the solons received 
Monday. 

The letter stated that the city needs an 
eight-mill increase because of “several liabil¬ 
ities carried over from 1981.” 

Council President James McMyne added. 
“I can’t understand where he (Masco) gets 
these figures (on the budget).... It's just not 
in the ballpark.” 

Just glancing at the budget, he said, he 
noted there were $73,000 in unpaid bills. 

Absent when the vote on hiring a lawyer 
was taken was Councilman Don 
McDonough. 

Canaan Street 


Councilman Albert “Abe” Calzola 
reported Monday night that he and Council¬ 
man Andy Leo had inspected Canaan Street 
and Route 6 to the top of Farview Mountain 
in the wake of a truck accident several weeks 
ago. 

At that time a tractor-trailer had lost its 
brakes coming down Route 6 (Canaan 
Street) and turned over at the Church Street- 
Main Street intersection. 

Three people were slightly injured, but the 
accident could have been much worse had 
the intersection been busier. 

Calzola sought approval to check the pos¬ 
sibility of creating a pull-over near the old 
city dump near the top of Canaan Street. 

Trucks could use the pull-over to check 
their brakes and then proceed with a 20 mile 
per hour limit. 

He added that the low gear signs are 
placed too late on the hill and should be 
located further up the federal highway. 

Council agreed to pursue the matter. 


Administration makes 
1982 city budget... 


It is never easy setting up a yearly budget. 

And it is less easy for the finance director 
of the City of Carbondale. 

Since late in September when the city laid 
off nine people, Joseph Masco, city finance 
director, has been working on preparing the 
city’s budget for fiscal year 1982. 

During the past week or so he has really 
been working hard on it, he told the Carbon¬ 
dale Mirror last week. 

On Monday night, the fruits of his efforts 
were to have been presented to council at its 
November meeting. 

And what has he come up with? 

His budget shows that salaries for city 
employes will go up during 1982. 

Police get contract 

Now that is not big news since it was 
announced last week that city police and 
firemen were awarded 9.9 percent increases 
each of the two years of their new two-year 
contract. 

But for the finance director, it means 
another increase in expenditures the city will 
have to face next year. 

The first year of the contract also calls for 
one personal holiday. 

The second year has the approximately 20 
firemen and police officers getting an addi¬ 
tional $50 in clothing allowance. 

Street department, finance office, and 
recreation employes are in the second year of 
a two-year contract. For the upcoming fiscal 
year, they will receive a 7.2 percent increase 

amounting to an increase of $30,550 over 
the past year. 

Then Masco’s budget (or more properly, 
the administration's budget) foresees 
increases in heating, gasoline, telephone, 
and utilities. 

Masco told the MIRROR that he got a 
letter stating “to expect a 10 percent 
increase” in utility bills. 

He also said the city should expect its 
telephone bill to double from last year 

The current basic monthly rate is $700 for 
all city telephones. That comes to $8,400 a 
year for telephones. 


Savings expected 

Knocking out a telephone or two some¬ 
where was considered, but Masco pointed 
out to the MIRROR that he couldn't find 
one to knock out. 

“There are no excess phones in the build¬ 
ing,” he said. 

Yet, the city should save money on one 
aspect of its telephone system. 

The city police department's juvenile and 
detective divisions are installing an 876 
number. 

“This should be a big savings.” Masco 
said, explaining that the police officers make 
a lot of telephone calls to the Dunmore bar¬ 
racks of the state police which end up as toll 
calls under the 282 exchange. 

The 876 exchange is one used in Jermyn 
and Archbald. While there is an extra 
monthly charge for this exchange, there 
should be a savings when compared to the 
long-distance calls made under the 282 
number. 

In addition to salariesand utilities, Masco 
also has to worry about some aspects of 
employe benefits. 

“1 don’t know how the benefits are going 
to be.” he said in reference to Social Security 
and Unemployment Compensation. 

He thinks that the Unemployment Com¬ 
pensation insurance is going up since it is 
based on the number of unemployed and the 


With all his work on the 1982 budget, 
city finance director Joseph Masco is not 
even sure of his budget being adopted by 
city council. 

A draft of his 1982 budget was to have 
been presented to city council Monday 
night. 

Council then has the option, under the 


city laid off those nine people in September 
and one more in October. 

Income down, too 

On the income side of the ledger, there is 
bad news in store for the city. 

The city will no longer be collecting 
monies for its tax-collecting services. 

The county just instituted a unified tax 
office, under the administration of David 
Wenzel of Scranton's tax office. 

This move means the City of Carbondale 
will lose $10,700 in yearly income used to 
pay for the county’s share of collecting taxes 
from city residents. 

The city also will lose about $1,500 that 
other governmental bodies pay for their 
share of mailing the tax bills and for their 
share of data processing equipment time, 

“I received a letter that the school board 
will collect its own taxes next year," Masco 
told the MIRROR 

That means, he said, another loss of about 
$ 10 , 000 . 

Or in the long run. he said, his budget will 
probably mean a tax increase of some sort 
for city residents next year. 

Asked what the chances arc of city resi¬ 
dents not being hit with a tax increase next, 
year. Masco replied, “Very slim.” 

Yet. he is continuing to look at the budget 
with an eye toward no tax increase. 


city's home rule charter, of either accept¬ 
ing the administration's (or mayor’s) 
budget or putting together one of its own. 

For the fiscal year 1981, the city is 
using one of council’s making, Masco 
told the Carbondale Mirror last week 
during a visit to the MIRROR’S Fall- 
brook Street office. 


Council has option 
to draw up its own 







